Using Thunderbird to Read and Post to Usenet

This short tutorial is meant to help users get connected to Usenet using a
Newsreader.

There are many newsreaders available, but learning how to set up using
one will help you understand what’s going on, and you should be able to
move to other Newsreaders as you wish in the future. Thunderbird was
chosen due to it's availability and popularity. It is not, in my opinion, the
best choice, but it will get the job done.

| will leave it to you to get Thunderbird installed, but here is a link for
Windows users: https://support.mozilla.org/en-US/kb/installing-
thunderbird-windows

Linux users will most likely be able to install from their package manager,
and I'm sure Mac users can figure it out :)

Once installed, run it and find the menu selection ‘Account Settings’ and
click it. Then you should see a window similar to the image below. You
probably don’t need to change anything on this screen:
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Now, click on ‘Account Actions’ (lower left) and select ‘Add Newsgroup
Account’. This should bring you to the ‘Account Wizard':
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Identity

Each account has an identity, which is the information that identifies you to
others when they receive your messages.

Enter the name you would like to appear in the "From" field of your
outgoing messages (for example, "John Smith").

Your Name: [Yuur Namel ]

Enter your email address. This is the address others will use to send email to
you (for example, "user@example.net”).

Email Address: | your.email@example.com |

On this screen (above), you will want to fill out how you want your name
displayed in posts, and to enter your email address. Once that is done,
click ‘Next’ to proceed to the following screen:



Incoming Server Information

Enter the name of your news server (NNTP) (for example,
"news.example.net").

Newsgroup §enfer[ news.i2pn2.nrg|

Here you will enter the news server domain name to connect. This will be
available from your Usenet provider. Some examples are ‘news.i2pn2.org’
or ‘news.eternal-september.org’. Enter the appropriate server name and
click ‘Next’:



Account Wizard

Account Name

Enter the name by which you would like to refer to this account (for
example, "Work Account”, "Home Account” or "News Account”).

Account Name: i2pn2 News Sewer{

Cancel |

For Account Name (above), enter how you wish the server to be displayed
in Thunderbird for you. Then click ‘Next’:

Account Wizard

Congratulations!

Please verify that the information below is correct.

Account Name: i2pn2 News Server

Email Address: youremail@example.com
User Name: your.email

Mews Server Name (NNTP): news.iZpn2.org

Click Finish to save these settings and exit the Account Wizard.
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Congratulations, you did it! Now click ‘Next’ to see the results:
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Now click on ‘Server Settings’ (upper left):
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News.rc File: | /home/paris/.thunderbird/ytpgp8mg.default-default/News/newsrc-news.i2pnz Brow
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On the screen above, you can change some settings for security, etc. You
probably want to click ‘Connection Security’, and change to ‘SSL/TLS’,
which should automatically change ‘Port’ to 563.

Then click ‘Always request authentication when connecting to this server’.

’

This is not always required, but for some servers, such as ‘news.eternal-
september.org’, this is critical to be able to access all the groups. It’s fine
to click it for any Usenet server:
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Now click on the ‘Local Folders’ tab, and you should see something like:
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Right click on your news server name (here it's ‘i2pn2 News Server’) and
click ‘Subscribe’. This should bring you to:
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Please enter a username and password for i2pn2 News Server:

Username [l ]

Password | |

|| use Password Manager to remember this password.

itz | “

where you will enter your credentials provided by your Usenet provider. If
you do not click the box to save the password, you may be asked for it
very often, but it's up to you. Enter the info, then click ‘Next’:
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Current Group List New Groups

Select the newsgroups to subscribe to:
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@ abg.comp

Here you can now see all the available groups, and you may subscribe to
whatever you wish.



HINT: If you do not see many (or any) groups, click ‘Refresh’. If you still do
not, check your authentication (username/password), and that you have
checked ‘Always request authentication’ in a previous step.

Once you can see groups, click the box to the right of each newsgroup
that you wish to subscribe to:

Account: | @ i2pnz News Server

Show items that contain: [ 2 rec.music.

Current Group List New Groups

Select the newsgroups to subscribe to:

@ rec.music.artists.beach-boys

@ rec.music.artists.bruce-hornsby
rec.music.artists.debbie-gibson
rec.music.artists.emmylou-harris

@ rec.music.artists.extreme

= rec.music.artists.kings-x
rec.music.artists.kiss
rec.music.artists.little-feat
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Then click ‘OK’:
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Now you should see those groups listed below the server name (upper left
of window).

Then, double click on a group name to show the articles:
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Newsgroups rec.music.artists.paul-mccartney, rec.music.beatles

Subject Dolly, Paul and Ringo

I listened to Dolly Parton’'s version of Let It Be and thought it was
OK. I'm not a fan of Dolly's music but she was OK here. RIngo nailed
it as usual and Paul supplies harmony and he and Dolly did a little
call & response in places. That reminded me of the Get Back sessions
when George wanted to supply little response phrases on guitar and
Paul nixed that. Maybe it would have been good back then

To Reply to an article, click ‘Followup’. (Clicking Reply may try to send



email to the user instead, but ‘Followup’ will send your post to the group:
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< send ©1 Encrypt M Spelling |~ & Save ~ {8 contacts U Attach ~

From  Your Name <youremail@example.com> [2Zpn2 News Server Followup-To 2>
Newsgroup rec.music.artists.paul-mccartney rec.music.beatles
Subject | Re: Dolly, Paul and Ringo

Oon 8/21/23 12:42, Rex Mundi wrote:

I listened to Dolly Parton's version of Let It Be and thought it was
OK. I'm not a fan of Dolly's music but she was OK here. RIngg nailed
it as usual and Paul supplies harmony and he and Dolly did a little
call & response in places. That reminded me of the Get Back sessions
when George wanted to supply little response phrases on guitar and
Paul nixed that. Maybe it would have been good back then
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To create a new thread, click ‘New Message’:
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From Your Name <youremail@example.com> (Zpn2 News Server ~ Followup-To >

Newsgroup rec.music.artists.paul-mccartney
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This brief tutorial is meant to hopefully get you started using Usenet the
way it was meant to be used.

If you have questions or need help, just ask in a group such as
‘news.software.readers’ or contact your Usenet provider.



